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ELIAS KAPETANOPOQULOS

AN ATHENIAN-MAKEDONIAN MARRIAGE OF ALEXANDER'S
LINE*

The Athenian-Makedonian marriage to be discussed below dates from
the third century A.D., but the contacts between the Athenians and the
Makedones, or their kings, extend to at least the reign of Alexander I, who
was a mpotewvog, stepyitng and pilog of Athens at the time of the Persian
Wars!. Perdikkas IT and other Makedones concluded a treaty with Athens
in perhaps 423/2 B.C.% as did Amyntas III at 375-373 B.C.%: However,
Athens’ relations with Makedon became complex with Philip II* and his son
Alexander®, and the complexity grew during the Diadochoi and after®. Ac-
cording to Athenaios (11T 122a), the frequent interaction between the Athenians
and the Makedones brought about the makedonization of Athenian writers:
pakedoviloviag T olda mollobe thv "Atukdv S v Emyufiav, which
must suggest a deeper influence than the mere usage of Makedonian words?.

* This is an expanded version of an earlier manuscript written in August 1990,

1. Herodotos VILL136 and 143. For recent views of Alexander I, of. E. N. Borza, fn
the Shadow of Olympus: The Emergence of Macedon (Princeton 1990) 98-131, and R. Scaife,
Hermes 117 (1989) 129-137.

2. Borza (note 1 above) 132-160, and 295: /G T# 89,

300G 11 102 = ZPE 81 (1990) 156, Borza (note 1 above) 180-197. In /G II® 110 —
SEG 33 (1983 — 1986), No, 80 of 363/2 B.C., Menelaos Pelagon is honored by the Athenians
for his services in the war against the Chalkidians and Amphipolis.

4. Cf., for example, [Demosthenes’] polemics against Philip 11 for destroying Greek
cities and introducing barbarians (not Makedones) into them, in the appended |decres]
in De Corena, 182 (see Appendix below, under B). In any case, Demosthenes was concerned
about the enslavement of Greek cities by Philip 11 {Third Olyarhic, 20).
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6. See T. Leslic Shear, Jr., Kallias of Sphertos and the Revolr of Ahens in 256 B.C
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ki dvopate in the ancient Greek writers, but this distinction is not associated with the
pokedoviCovres Athenian writers. Appendix below, under A.
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Monetheless, the Athenians sided with the Romans in their wars against
Philip V and his son Perseus®. Of course, this was due to the conflicting
interests of Athens and Makedon and to the Athenians’ perception of dnpo-
kpotio and abtovopie kai éhevbepia®. On the other hand, Athenian contacts
with Makedon continued into the (Roman) Imperial period, as indicated by
the Athenian sculptor Demetrios (below), Aurelius Krates, son of Ptolemaios,
a Aaooopfniog!®, whom the Athenians honored with a statue on the Acropo-
lis, and the marriage discussed below.

This brief survey of Athenian-Makedonian relations may suffice as an
introduction to the study’s theme which is the marriage of an Athenian lady
to a gentleman from Makedon. The marriage took place, as noted above,
at about the first decade of the third century A.D. From the Athenian side
the marriage involves the great family of the Claudii Leonides VII and Lysiades
VI of the deme Melite, which this writer has already studied, with its then
known marriage connections'’, The gentleman from Makedon is Honora-
tianos Polycharmos who appears to have traced his lineage, as shown below,
to Alexander (the Great).

His daughter Honoratiane Polycharmis (fj xai Phainarete) identifies
herself in /G II* 3679 as a descendant of daduchs, Perikles and Konon and
Alexander from the side of the Makedones. In this inscription from Eleusis,
she honors her daughter Junia Themistokleia (IT) as an d¢° éotiag!?, while
her full name, as given above, is found in /G II* 3710 (again from Eleusis),
where she herself is honored as an &g éotiog. Her initiation, therefore, ante-
dates her daughter's, and the dates would be at about the second decade and
the fourth/fifth decades of the third century A.D. respectively'®. With the
available evidence, only relative dates can be obtained.

In /G 1'® 3710 Honoratiane Polycharmis f| woi Phamarete is identified
as the daughter of Honoratianos Polycharmos and Claudia Themstokleia
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{Appendix below, under B).

10, Ziva Antika 20 (1970) 160 = Moxedoreed 14 (1974) 235,

11. BCH 92 (196%) 504, No. 33, and 506, No. 39 [493-518, stemmata]: cf. also "Apy.
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Miktuidou damdyovog ol mokmod (Plul., Demetrios XIV.1).
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and as an andyovog of the daduchs Claudii Praxagoras and Philippos. Claudius
Philippos was the father of Claudia Themistokleia (1) and served as archon
eponymos in about A.D. 193/4-194/5, when daduch™. Claudius (or Aelius)
Praxagoras (1I) served as daduch just before Claudius Philippos'™ and was
the father of the latter’s mother, Aelia Philiste who had married Claudius
Demostratos 11'%. Another daughter of Claudius Philippos by the name of
Claudia Menandra (IT) married into the great family of the Kas(s)ianoi of
the deme Steirial”. She married Kasianos Apollonios, and her son was named
Kasianos Philippos, probably after his maternal grandfather, the daduch
Claudius Philippos!®.

At any rate, it was not known how Honoratiane Polyvcharmis /| xai Phai-
narete traced her lineage to Alexander on the side of the Makedones. Ho-
wever, this was illuminated recently (24-VII-90) through an entry in Argyro
B. Tataki, Ancient Beroea; Prosopography and Sociery (Meletfipato 8, Athens
1988), p. 239, No. 977: "Ovepatiavds [Mokiyapuros, 3rd cent. A.D. At Beroea
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37(1942), p. 178, No. 16: kata 10 d6Eav toig [ kpatiotog ovvédporg [ "Owva-
patiavog Mokt [yuppog Aikiov Mo frapovog toll tatpds [ ta ndvie avipog
@ /piotow kel koopiov [ tov Gvbpuivia avé /atmoev, with a photograph on p.
182, Fig. 46" In the second-third centuries A.D., the sculptor Anpftprog
Motapwvos "Alnvalog was active in Elimeia®®, but it does not seem that
Aclius Potamon and Potamon (Athenaios) can be equated.
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263, under Line 38,
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